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Like Kemal Ataturlc, Mussolini apparently liked to sport
a powerful and majestic bearing, but in his case his tempera*
ment repeatedly caused him to get up to examine a map or
some clippings which I had placed before him. His tone in
addressing his entourage resembled a command a little too
closely for my taste; this he did, I suppose, for psychological
reasons, in order to surround himself with an atmosphere
of distance and authority.
He treated me, as his guest, with the* most perfect courtesy*
When we arrived, he was standing in the middle of the room,
in front of his desk, waiting for us, and after a firm hand-
shake, he offered me one of the two arm-chairs which were
placed immediately in front of his desk, himself taking the
other* That a guest should be treated by a polite host as
though he were equal to him in rank, is a simple dictate of
courtesy; only I fail to see why, whilst we two sat in arm*
chairs for an hour and a half, the other two gentlemen should
have had to remain standing. I am sum that It would have
been quite compatible with the authority of my host if every-
one had been seated.
When I took my leave, the Duce saw me to the door,
and his handshake was accompanied by the request that
I should convey his greetings to the President of the United
Press.
At that time we published in about twenty-four countries
monthly articles by Lloyd George, fidouard Herriot, Musso*
lini and Stresemann on the most important points of world
politics, a feature which we tailed the * statesmen series*,
and for which each of the writers received regular author's
fees* The best*written articles were Lloyd George's, He is
the only prominent statesman in my experience who has the
knack of presenting a complicated problem to the average
newspaper-reader in clear and concise form and with the
attributes of good journalism. Many a continental client*
editor used to tell me, *! often disagree with the policies
advocated by Lloyd George, but 1 play up his articles, because